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Inside Story of the Edwards Aquifer Recovery Implementation Program (Kathie and Ed Cox Jr. Books on
Conservation L eadership, sponsored by The Meadows):

Since the 1950s, competing interests for use of Edwards Aquifer resourcesthe primary source of water for more than
two million people in south central Texaswere at war. They had tried many times to resolve their differences about
how to conserve, allocate, and use the water, but had always failed. Finally, under the patient |eadership of Robert
Gulley, thirty-nine diverse stakeholders reached a consensus on the use of the Edwards Aquifer that balanced the
needs of south central Texas for water with the needs of eight species protected by the Endangered Species Act,
culminating a half century of rancor and legal wrangling. In this book, Gulley tellsthe inside story of the Edwards
Aquifer Recovery Implementation Program (EARIP), afederally sponsored process put in place by the Texas
legislature. How such alarge and fractious group came together to resolve one of the nations most intractable and
longstanding water problems serves as a case study in consensus building. That consensus brought certainty to the
region regarding the use of the aquifer while creating an unlikely but lasting partnership for conservation. To learn
more about The Meadows Center for Water and the Environment, sponsors of this book's series, please click here.



