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From Brand: Jewish Publication Society : Hebrew Ethical Wills: Selected and Edited by Israel Abrahams, 
Volumes I and II (Edward E. Elson Classic)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Hebrew Ethical Wills: Selected and Edited by Israel Abrahams, Volumes I and II (Edward E. 
Elson Classic): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Give heirs adviceBy Edmo11An excellent compendium of ethical 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0827608276


wills - directives to heirs about how they should lead their lives. Interesting kind of literature.

The renewed and growing interest in ethical wills today speaks to the attraction they have to people who want to 
reflect on the deeper meaning of their own lives and share what they have learned with those they love. These very 
personal documents, with origins in the Bible, grew into a particularly Jewish custom. Hebrew Ethical Wills can teach 
us much about the past and gives us food for thought for the present. First published in 1926, this expanded edition 
includes new material: Lawrence Fines excellent introduction, passages from the autobiography of Gluckl of Hameln 
(to give expression to a Jewish womens voice), and a bibliography of state-of-the-art scholarship on the issues and 
themes of ethical wills. The texts included, by Judah ibn Tibbon, Maimonides, the Baal Shem Tov, and the Gaon of 
Vilna, among others, with Hebrew facing pages, provide us with rich and intriguing evidence of premodern notions of 
parenthood and childhood. And they offer special insights into the faith and feelings of Jews across the centuries, as 
well as inspiration for those who want to write their own ethical wills today.

Language NotesText: English, HebrewFrom the PublisherThe facsimile edition of a classic, now expanded and back in 
printAbout the AuthorLawrence Fine is the Irene Kaplain Lewiant Professor of Jewish Studies at Mount Holyoke 
ollege, where is also a professor of religion. 


