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Avik Roy : How Medicaid Failsthe Poor (Encounter Broadsides) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and all praised How Medicaid Fails the Poor (Encounter Broadsides):

46 of 50 people found the following review helpful. A lot of good informationBy Michael T Kennedyl'm reading Avik
Roy's book (pamphlet) on Medicaid. | have some strong opinions on this topic. In 1965, when Medicare and Medicaid
became law, | was a medical student at the Los Angeles County Hospital. My experience has been that the big city
hospital s that once served as the safety net for the urban poor, were devastated by the new law. Medicaid (MediCal in
Cdlifornia) would not pay for care in the County hospital where resident physicians were often the providers. | knew
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men who quit their residencies to start MediCal mills.Y ears later, after | had done a graduate program at Dartmouth, |
asked permission of the new MediCal administrator to study the results of an HMO model versus afee for service
model. | had the funding and the academic support. Permission was refused.The author does an excellent job of
describing the evolution of Medicaid and the effects on the poor. | have never changed my mind about the benefits of
the previous model, using big community teaching hospitals to treat the poor. Medicaid promised them "mainstream
private care”" which they have never had and will not have under Obamacare. Many primary care docs | knew when |
was in practice would treat Medicaid patients and never bill the system because the payment was so poor and it took
two yearsto get paid. They were in practice in a prosperous community. Many inner city docs had no choice but were
unable to provide good quality care. Medicaid was never areal choice for the poor.Good account and well worth
reading. His last section advocates a free market system for the Medicaid population. | tend to doubt its efficacy and
think the basic safety net would be stronger in a system that included teaching hospitals and clinics. Thereis areason
most poor people are poor. For years after Medicaid began we would get patients coming to the County Hospital
clinics for a second opinion, then going back to the private second rate hospital because of the amenities. They trusted
us but liked the semi-private room.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Good on the problem but skimpy
on the solutionBy David P. GrafAfter reading Roy's long column (it's really too skimpy to call it abook), | can agree
with him that Medicaid isn't doing the job and should be replaced. However, the book gave just afew pages to how to
replaceit. | was left really wanting more.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An eye openerBy Checkin
Itoutlf the assertions in this book are even close to being true, then why the citizenry would even alow Medicaid to
exist let alone be expanded defies comprehension. Where are the outcries from those that claim to care for the less
fortunate? Are they bankrupt regarding ideas and have no alternative other than committing vast resourcesto a
program that serves the government better than the recipients? Disgusting.

Medicaid, Americas government-run health insurance program for the poor, should be alifeline that provides needed
health care to Americans with no other options. Surprisingly, however, it doesnt. The medical literature reveals a $450
billion-a-year scandal: that people on Medicaid have far worse health outcomes than those with private insurance, and
no better outcomes than those with no insurance at all.Why is this so? In How Medicaid Fails the Poor, Avik Roy
explains how Medicaids clumsy design and perverse incentives make it hard for people on Medicaid to get the medical
care they need. Medicaid doesnt reimburse doctors or hospitals for the cost of caring for Medicaid enrollees, forcing
many doctors to opt out of the program.The Affordable Care Act, otherwise known as Obamacare, doubles down on
this broken system. Roy shows us that there are better ways, using private insurance, to provide needed care to our
poorest citizens.

About the AuthorAvik Roy isasenior fellow at the Manhattan Institute. In 2012, Roy served as a health care policy
adviser to Mitt Romney. Heis editor and principal author of The Apothecary, the influential Forbes blog on health
care policy and entitlement reform. MSNBC's Chris Hayes calls The Apothecary "one of the best takes from
conservatives on that set of issues." EzraKlein of the Washington Post calls The Apothecary one of the few "blogs |
disagree with [that] | check daily."In addition, Roy writes a column for National Online on politics and policy. Heisa
frequent guest on television news programs, including appearances on Fox News, Fox Business, MSNBC, CNBC,
Bloomberg, PBS, and HBO. Hiswork has also appeared in The Atlantic, USA Today, National Affairs, and The
American Spectator, among other publications.He was born and raised near Detroit, Michigan, and graduated from
high school in San Antonio, Texas. Today, Roy livesin lower Manhattan.



