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Ed Sherman : How to Do Your Own Divorce in California in 2013: An Essential Guide for Every Kind of 
Divorce  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised How to Do 
Your Own Divorce in California in 2013: An Essential Guide for Every Kind of Divorce: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent resourceBy denzil meyersThe premise is that when you're 
in the middle of a divorce, the LAST thing the unhappy couple needs is the additional trauma of a adversarial process 
driven by lawyers who, by training and definition, are oriented towards getting the most blood out of the other person. 
Instead, why not find a way to come to a reasonable agreement with your partner? If you can do that, you'll both be 
happier with the result, and save a lot of money and stress.I've used this book more than once, and its an excellent 
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guide. Clear instructions about the forms to fill out, timing, and requirements. Level-headed explanations of the laws 
in question, and what they are designed to do, and whom to protect.I've also used the telephone support services 
(hourly, fee-based) to make sure all was in order, and the people there are great. Even if you ultimately decide to hire a 
lawyer and/or go to court to fight it out, this book will help you understand the law, what's negotiable, and what the 
state (i.e. a judge) considers its interest in your case. Highly recommended.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Decent book but LOTS of selling!By KennethIt is probably to worst time to sell something to someone : when 
one is going through what in most cases is one of the worst emotional events in life. The book is decent but like 
another reviewer stated, it jumps back and forth with references. But to me, the worst part was HOW MANY TIMES 
Mr. Sherman sells his services, his books, his software. He clearly has forgotten the balance between overselling his 
other services and politely recommending his services. Page after page after page it's there!! I have never seen an 
author so eager to sell his services! The book is also filled with repetitious content, rehashed in different ways in 
different parts of the book. I am instead reading the Divorce and Money (from NOLO) that I ordered with this book 
and have ordered two more books from NOLO (thanks to a special promo!): Nolo's Essential Guide to Divorce and 
Nolo's, A Judge's Guide to Divorce (you can tell I like books from Nolo!). I found Mr. Sherman's book to also contain 
a fair bit of fluff, which I don't find in the other book I am reading. What could have been a great book is spoiled by 
the above mentioned oddities. Notwithstanding the above, it's an easy to understand book.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. This book could be useful for people that don't have a computerBy Kimberly J. WalkerI was 
able to complete my divorce without ever opening this book. Everything you need to do and how to do it is provided 
online by the court systems, if you don't need legal advice. If you need legal advice, you won't need this book anyway, 
as you will be having a lawyer helping you. This book could be useful for people that don't have a computer, but, then 
how would they see this post.

For over 40 years this is THE book Californians turn to when facing divorce. Because of this book, about 60% of all 
California divorces go through the court system without the help (not to mention the expense and contentiousness) of 
lawyers, and over the years have saved untold BILLIONS of dollars in legal fees.This book shows you how 
to:Understand the rules and standards for a California divorceDecide what's fair and you want in your settlement 
agreementFile a Petition or a ResponseMake a Settlement AgreementGet your JudgmentIt also includes practical 
advice, step-by-step instructions, forms and free help with local forms. The first part explains in detail how the law 
says you can divide your property and settle issues of custody, visitation and child support. It discusses the 
implications of doing your own divorce, how to start a divorce, how to serve divorce papers, California residency 
requirements, mandatory disclosure, the difference between retaining and just using an attorney, how to solve 
problems that come up, when you should get some help,how much your divorce will cost, and much more.The second 
part guides readers through the court process step by step how to complete each of the forms and file them with the 
court.

"You not only saved me several thousand dollars but also saved me a lot of pain and concern because I had the 
knowledge I needed to handle the divorce process."- Mr. DM, Riverside"My divorce would not have been nearly as 
easy without your book. Several attorneys I consulted were not optimistic about the results they could get but I did it 
all my self and everything worked out infinitely better."- Ms. MS, Oakland"You saved my life ....and my wife's also."- 
Mr. BK, Soquel"I really admire you and I am very impressed with the quality of work you do. I work for a law firm, 
so I should know!"- Ms. JC"I want to report that I achieved my desired outcome completely ...I am now where I 
wanted to be and completely satisfied. Your approach is excellent. I was able to get the job done for a tiny fraction of 
what the costs might have been. Your advice was right on the nose."- Mr. HH"I feel that this kind of legal assistance is 
invaluable ...You really threw me a lifeline when I felt I was sinking."- Ms. SB, Albany"Thanks to you, a difficult 
situation was made easier. My [case] was a "piece of cake" and I'm happier than I have been in a long time!"- Ms. SD, 
Antioch"I'm an attorney and I really like your books. I know a lot of lawyers buy them. Your books are wonderfulthey 
are suitable for the general public, and make a very nice overview for attorneys."- DM, Esq."I've been a family law 
paralegal for 30 years and these are the clearest, most user-friendly references I have used. We have referred many 
clients to your volumes for custody and visitation questions they are able to prepare for Court, truly understand the 
procedures, and they achieve a better result."- Ms. CS, Legal Assistant, Family Law Facilitation Centers, Rancho 
Cucamonga"I recently used your How to do Your Own Divorce in California to obtain a default judgment divorce. It 
was so easy with your instructions, forms, illustrations and practical advice. Yesterday I received the conformed 
copies of the Judgment and the divorce was final!! Thank you forwriting a book that made things so simple. After a 
very complicated marriage, a simple divorce was a real blessing!"- Ms. EC"I am a family law paralegal and have been 
involved in family law in Los Angeles County in one way or another for 20 years. I have completely read How to do 
Your Own Divorce in California and am about 1/4 into How To Do Your Own Contested Divorce in California, and I 
can't tell you how excited I have been since I found them. Finally I have found that there is someone else out there 
who thinks the way I do! I expect to be abig fan for the rest of my career. Thank you so much!!!"- paralegal, Los 



Angeles, 3/02"Great down to earth advice and the software (CalSupport) is excellent. Definitely better than running 
down to the first lawyer your friends tell you about."- customer from Castro Valley, 7/29/01"Even if you have an 
attorney or a paralegal helping you with the divorce, this book gives you a lot of great information on our CA legal 
system. It addresses the idiosyncrasies of each county venue and has all the updated forms. You can save yourself a lot 
of money just having the forms filled out for your legal advisor ahead of time. The Marital Settlement Agreement is 
invaluable. Get this book!"- customer from San Jose, 5/1/01"These two books were indispensable in getting my two 
and half year divorce over with after subbing out my attorney. If I would have been aware of these great resources, I 
could have saved a lot of time and money and avoided a lot of mistakes! Things my attorney should have told me..."- 
Mr. JS, 4/20/01"I received my Notice of Entry of Judgment today! I wanted to write to you and express my sincere 
appreciation. This book was all I needed in regards to forms and advice to complete my dissolution."- customer from 
Citrus Heights, 5/13/99"I did the entire semi-contested divorce myself, had ALL my paperwork accepted the first time 
and received my judgment EXACTLY as I prepared it. Thanks very much for all the help. No doubt saved me 
THOUSANDS of dollars."- customer from Humboldt County, 3/14/99 


