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Jeffrey G. Sheldon : How to Write a Patent Application  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised How to Write a Patent Application: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. OutstandingBy A. FlumThis book is packed with excellent 
information for both patent professionals (attorneys and agents) as well as inventors serious about writing their own 
patents. How to Write a Patent Application is a highly practical guide for patent professionals: it is easy to read, well 
indexed, and written in plain English. It's 1300 pages covers almost all aspects of patent writing in great detail such as 
claims drafting, specification writing, drawing requirements, and application filing. He provides ample practical 
discussion of different types technology areas such as electronics, chemical, biotechnology, software and business 
method patent applications. He also provides comprehensive coverage of design patents.In addition, Sheldon covers 
areas that you would not necessarily expect such as working with the inventor. Here he does a terrific job of providing 
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guidelines for interviewing the inventor, guidelines for avoiding inequitable conduct, and sample check lists for 
invention evaluation.There are a few areas he either does not cover or does not cover in much depth. I wish he would 
have provided strategies for answering Office Actions, especially 103(a) obviousness rejections. He also only briefly 
touches on novelty searching. In all fairness, this is not part of how to write a patent application which is the title of 
the book, but both of these are important, and prevents the book from being an otherwise comprehensive guide to 
prosecuting a patent application.Being a solo practitioner, this book is like an old friend to me, filled with practical 
advice, chock full of "dos and don'ts" examples, check lists, and samples. I can't imagine my practice without it. To me 
this is one of my three essential patent practice books. Here they are in order of importance for me: #1 "Invention 
Claiming and Analysis: A Patent Lawyer's Guide" by Ron Slusky, #2 this book, How to Write a Patent Application by 
Jeffery Sheldon, and #3 Faber on Mechanics of Patent Claims Drafting. Ron Slusky's book will make you much better 
at your craft and is the best book I have found on writing effective claims, identifying the inventive concept, and is 
hands down the best of the three, Faber (formerly Landis) is gold standard for claims construction, and to me, Sheldon 
is trusted reference book for day to day patent application practice.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Badly Out of DateBy Kindle CustomerMuch of this is great but this is now six-years old. Patent law has changed a lot 
since then. For example, the America Invents Act was passed. That changed us from, among other things, a first-to-
invent system into a first-to-file nation. Chapter 2 the book states, "The Patent Office no longer accepts credit cards." 
This is simply not true. The AIA created the new entity Micro for which fees are, in general, half those for Small 
entities. Since this was written, there have been major cases which have come down from the Supreme Court. This is a 
lot to pay for a book with so many errors.After writing this review, I checked the PLI website. A 2015 edition (Third) 
is due to come out October 2015 for $425. Buying from will surely save a lot of money.3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. KINDLE BUYER BEWARE!By DoctorJohnKindle buyers beware! Although this is an 
excellent book the Kindle version does NOT include the update service that printed version customers can get. This 
update service allows the book to be updated (they come in binders) so that changes in the law are tracked and updated 
with packets of new pages from PLI.The material is excellent, but considering we are in the midst of the largest 
change in patent law in many of our lifetimes (America Invent's Act, love or hate it) these updates are important. Right 
now if you buy this on the Kindle you'll have to re-purchase the whole thing at full price each and every time an 
update is required to stay current. Printed customers get a packet of new pages in the mail at a much reduced price per 
edition.The work is excellent as advertised and reviewed here. I use it all the time in my patent practice. I just wish 
they would start partying like it's 1989 at PLI with the Kindle version of their excellent books.

PLI s How to Write a Patent Application takes the guesswork and risk out of preparing patent applications by taking 
you step by step through the entire process. How to Write a Patent Application explains, analyzes, and illustrates all 
the essential principles and techniques of drafting solid patent applications. You ll learn how to obtain the information 
you need from inventors; prepare information disclosure statements; claim inventions so that the elements that render 
them nonobvious are clearly set forth in the claims; write patent applications that survive litigation and licensing 
negotiations; and prepare U.S. applications for foreign filings. How to Write a Patent Application saves you hours of 
time while helping to ensure you consistently produce foolproof documents, thanks to a bounty of invaluable aids, 
including sample forms that provide helpful, time-saving models; checklists that ensure you cover all the drafting 
elements; and statutory and regulatory materials that put key documents at your fingertips. Updated at least once a 
year, How to Write a Patent Application is a crucial, hands-on resource for patent lawyers and for other intellectual 
property attorneys and a useful basic reference for general practitioners.

"Highly recommended." -- National Council of Intellectual Property Law Associations NewsletterHighly 
recommended --National Council of Intellectual Property Law Associations NewsletterAbout the AuthorJeffrey G. 
Sheldon is an attorney at Sheldon Mak Rose Anderson in Pasadena, CA. 


