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The digital age began in 1939 with the construction of the first digital computer. In the sixty-five years that have 
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followed, the influence of digitisation on our everyday lives has grown steadily and today digital technology has a 
greater influence on our lives than at any time since its development. This book examines the role played by digital 
technology in both the exercise and suppression of human rights. The global digital environment has allowed us to 
reinterpret the concept of universal human rights. Discourse on human rights need no longer be limited by national or 
cultural boundaries and individuals have the ability to create new forms in which to exercise their rights or even to 
bypass national limitations to rights. The defence of such rights is meanwhile under constant assault by the newfound 
ability of states to both suppress and control individual rights through the application of these same digital 
technologies. This book gathers together an international group of experts working within this rapidly developing area 
of law and technology and focuses their attantion on the specific interaction between human rights and digital 
technology. This is the first work to explore the challenges brought about by digital technology to fundamental 
freedoms such as privacy, freedom of expression, access, assembly and dignity. It is essential reading for anyone who 
fears digital technology will lead to the 'Big Brother' state. 


