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Gay Courter : I Speak For This Child: True Stories of a Child Advocate  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised I Speak For This Child: True Stories of a Child Advocate: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. as a Guardian-ad-Litem in the state of Fl. I ...By julia r campbellas a 
Guardian-ad-Litem in the state of Fl. I truly admired Gay her 'kids'. She is someone I can look up to, with her'caring 
love'. She also, went the extra mile, when it seemed impossible. The children in Fla, are represented well,by 
thousands, of guardians. As volunteers, we all agree, we get so much more, than we receive. Judy Campbell GAL1 of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0517886863


1 people found the following review helpful. Great bookBy NonaThis is a great book. I wanted to learn more 
information on child abuse and came across this book at my local library. I loved the way that Mrs. Courter describes 
her experience from an outside perspective with little experience with child protection agency or psychological aspect. 
It helps us that are not familiar with the topic understand better. I was not aware of the child advocate program prior to 
reading this book and I think the author does a great job demonstrating what it looks like. After I read a couple of 
chapters I knew I had to own the book and bought it here on for a very reasonable price.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Couldn't put this book downBy CARLINDA W DRINGLEI'm not good with words, but this 
book is helpful if your already a Guardian Ad Litem .... This book should be read before you get to volunteer !

This is the true story of Gay Courter's work as a Guardian of the legal powers, responsibilities, and duties her position 
entailed, of her fierce efforts to ensure that her clients were treated with care and respect, and of the rewards of 
participating in thie nationwide volunteer program. This book is for anyone who has ever wondered, "What can I do to 
help?"

From Publishers WeeklyHow Gay Courter (The Midwife) became a guardian ad litem, a court-appointed advocate for 
children caught up in the Florida justice system, is detailed with almost Dickensian touches of abuse and familial 
neglect in the lives of her charges. A serendipitous event led Courter to volunteer for this relatively new position in 
American justice. Inexperienced in the ways of the courts but fired with idealism and courage, Courter embarked on a 
mission to right wrongs for victimized children who fell between the cracks of foster care and the law. Here we follow 
her unflagging efforts to win the trust of her understandably wary clients, tireless travels through the maze of 
guardianship and, in one case, a hard-won victory in dismissal. No happy endings here: "most of them are in flux," 
reports Courter, whose heartwarming interventions should inspire others to volunteer in state judicial systems. Author 
tour. Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalSince 1989, novelist Courter (The 
Midwife's Advice, LJ 9/1/92) has served as a volunteer Guardian ad Litem, a court-appointed guardian for children 
involved in custody battles or child abuse cases. She has worked on more than a dozen cases, privy to the children's 
wishes as she challenged state agencies, caseworkers, foster parents, and courts to seek her charges' "best interests." 
This book offers to the public her unique, insider's view of child advocacy in America. Through engaging and true 
stories of several children with abusive parents, Courter suggests that a child's primary need is "a permanent, safe, 
nurturing environment." She views the legal, bureaucratic, and emotional issues involved through the eyes of the 
children, vividly recounting their tumultuous placements in foster homes, humiliating court cases, heartbreaking 
separation from parents, and personal conversations. Her book will interest all who are concerned with the social 
health of American communities and will be particularly useful to students of law, public administration, and social 
work.Cedar Carlton, New YorkCopyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistThe child advocate 
program in state judicial systems is a relatively new one and not administered exactly the same in every state. Courter 
explains the goals of the program: generally, they are to enlist an adult to champion a child's cause in court, to dig into 
records to support his or her case, and to ask probing questions of officials for the child's welfare. Drawing from her 
own experience as a guardian ad litem in Florida, Courter writes about the children she aids, bringing this whole 
process, its failures and successes, into focus. Moving testimony, certain to inspire others to follow her example and 
make a difference. Denise Perry Donavin 


