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Rob George : Ideas and Debates in Family Law  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Ideas and Debates in Family Law: 

Ideas and Debates in Family Law is written for students of family law, at the undergraduate level and beyond, who are 
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looking for less orthodox ideas about UK family law. The book is divided into three sections, with the first section 
looking at various themes in UK family law and addressing: the challenges facing the family justice system, the inter-
relationship between rights and responsibilities, and the increasing internationalization of the law regulating families. 
The second section is focused on adult relationships. It suggests new ways for the law to allocate legal consequences 
for families, and it asks whether the 'contractualization' marriage will open up the possibility of all the marriage 'terms' 
being negotiable by the parties. Additionally, it explores the value of 'fairness' in family finances. The third section is 
about children. It starts with a defense of the welfare principle, suggesting that some criticism of the paramountcy 
approach may be based on a parody of the law, and then it addresses the importance of keeping parental responsibility 
and practical parenting connected to one another. Useful as a teaching tool by itself or alongside a textbook, Ideas and 
Debates in Family Law offers new and thought-provoking perspectives on UK family law issues.

The author expresses himself simply and clearly, in non-legalistic terms, making it ideal for the intended target 
audience of undergraduate students who are just starting to think more deeply about the concepts and theory behind 
the black letter law....the strength of this book lies in its exploration of less orthodox ideas, offering new and at times 
controversial perspectives on some of the major concepts in family law. It encourages the reader to question the 
reasoning behind judicial decisions, and brings to light some of the less obvious assumptions that current family law is 
based on. (Claire Simmonds Cambridge Law Journal, Volume 72, 2)...for anyone interested in thinking about family 
law, this book provides an invaluable and thought provoking read. George captures and succinctly explains much of 
the modern debate about family law. As an academic with a practical bent, I found this book an engaging read; not just 
because it discusses a swag of topical and complex issues in modern family law, but also because George eschews the 
dry writing style that academia promotes. He makes complex ideas simple and keeps his writing style light...It is not 
possible for George to engage with all these ideas in detail, but that is not his aim. Perhaps the most important 
contribution this book makes - for academics, the judiciary and reform minded practitioners - is to remind us that there 
are different ways of thinking about family law and to provoke us into thinking more deeply about the underpinnings 
of family law. (Lisa Young Australian Journal of Family Law, Volume 27)...Ideas and Debates in Family Law is the 
latest addition to the ever-increasing body of family law literature available. It is, however, unlike most texts on the 
market and, although ostensibly a student text book, it offers much food for thought for any individual engaged with 
matters of family law. What makes Ideas and Debates in Family Law different is that it purports to be a 'book of 
questions, not a book of answers'.Ideas and Debates in Family Law is clearly marketed at family law students and 
would certainly be a great addition to students interested in furthering their knowledge of the key issues and debates in 
family law and engaging critically with the topic. Rob George has a very clear and direct style in his writing. He 
employs simple language to great effect in order to explain complex and often very abstract theories while retaining 
the intrinsic value of the discussion presented. Text boxes, examples, graphs, key questions and sign posts are used 
throughout ensuring the lively cadence and clear structure of the chapters. However, it would be wrong to assume the 
text is only of interest to students. It also possesses inherent value for academics and others interested in the family 
law field. Ideas and Debates in Family Law aims to provide 'new and thought-provoking perspectives on family law 
issues' and it certainly delivers on this promise. It is thoroughly enjoyable and intellectually stimulating, demanding 
the reader to think outside the box and to endeavour to reconceptualise such fundamental issues as family, marriage 
and parenthood. Furthermore, many of the issues discussed in this book are highly topical in light of the current review 
of matrimonial property being conducted by the Law Commission for England and Wales. (Kathryn O'Sullivan Child 
and Family Law Quarterly, Volume 25, Number 1)... a thought-provoking volume with the goal of stimulating 
consideration of the purpose, philosophy and practice of family law.George raises significant issues of local and 
international import and offers the opportunity for stimulating discussion and research. (Rosalie Young Law and 
Politics Book , Volume 23, No. 1)This is an excellent small book, with eight superbly crafter chapters, that sets family 
law in its true context within society and the administration of justice.It can...certainly be recommended not only for 
students but for anyone with an interest in or involvement with the practice of family law.It is full of good sense on the 
limitations of mediation and shows a clear understanding of the main issues facing those practising family law and 
those proposing changes to law, practice and procedure.The blend of case-law, academic writing, research, creative 
thinking and imaginative layout (eg the use of boxes) make this an enjoyable book to read. (Andrew Pote Family 
Law)At first I begrudged it's lack of answers, muttered to myself that it was like being back in English literature / 
cultural studies lectures - but then I realised I was approaching it like I would a practitioner textbook. And I used to 
love my eng lit / cult studs lectures. Once I stepped back into the critical thinking mode of undergrad days long since 
past it was a joy.This book's aim is really a starting point or springboard for further study and thought - the book is 
comprehensively referenced and I'm left with a long list of other academic writing I want to read. (Lucy Reed Pink 
Tape Blog)Ideas and Debates in Family Law sets out the key questions facing those who work on these matters 
whether as lawyers or social scientists, as practitioners or scholars.it will be a key tool in the hands of the next 
generation of students of family law and family policy, enabling them to ask tough questions, seek effective answers, 
and defend and develop that part of the legal system which protects the vulnerable and seeks fair outcomes for those 



engaged in family change or dispute.Ideas and Debates in Family Law sets out the key questions facing those who 
work on these matters whether as lawyers or social scientists, as practitioners or scholars.it will be a key tool in the 
hands of the next generation of students of family law and family policy, enabling them to ask tough questions, seek 
effective answers, and defend and develop that part of the legal system which protects the vulnerable and seeks fair 
outcomes for those engaged in family change or dispute. (From the Foreword by Mavis Maclean)About the 
AuthorRob George is a British Academy Postdoctoral Research Fellow at University College, Oxford. 


