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Ray D. Madoff : Immortality and the Law: The Rising Power of the American Dead  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Immortality and the Law: The Rising Power of 
the American Dead: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. though the author's opinions are intrusive - felt like a long lobby 
paperBy NRKIf the subject is of interest the book is, though the author's opinions are intrusive - felt like a long lobby 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300171404


paper.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating and compellingBy michiganreaderMadoff puts 
together a variety of ways in which U.S. law has increased recognition of the interests of the dead--through protection 
of reputation; control over creative works; and determination of ownership and use of property. The analysis shows 
startlingly rise in this protection over time, and the starkly greater protection in US law than in the law of other 
countries. She also compellingly unpacks the reasons for this increase, which is often justified by the rights and 
incentives of people now gone, but of course in fact protects commercial entities and living individuals who already 
have disproportionate wealth and power.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. One of the Best books I 
remember recentlyBy Hobby RXThis was easily one of the best books I had read the year that I bought it. I discovered 
it by listening to a late night interview on NPR and was annoyed that I would not have even heard of it if I was not up 
all night that particular night.

This book takes a riveting look at how the law responds to that distinctly American dream of immortality. While 
American law provides virtually no protections for the interests we hold most dearour bodies and our reputationswhen 
it comes to property interests, the American dead have greater control than anywhere else in the world. Moreover, 
these rights are growing daily. From grave robbery to Elvis impersonators, Madoff shows how the law of the dead has 
a direct impact on how we live. Madoff examines how the rising power of the American dead enables the deceased to 
exert control over their wealth forever through grandiose schemes like "dynasty trusts" and perpetual private charitable 
foundations and to control their creative works and identities well into the unforeseeable future. Madoff explores how 
the law of the dead can, in essence, extend the reach of life by granting virtual immortality to individuals. All of this 
comes, Madoff contends, at real costs imposed on the living.

"A sparkling polemic...Madoff convincingly argues[that]we are granting the dead ever more elaborate property rights, 
which are crowding out the rights of the living."Christopher Caldwell, the FinancialTimes 


