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5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Nice little refresher book on research...By nervousfarterAs a UM 
Law grad I may be a little biased in favor of Professor Osbeck, but I think this is a nifty little refresher book on legal 
research for any attorneys or law students who need it. I graduated a few years ago and am now trying to get my skills 
back up to snuff after a period of inactivity. This short 120 page book gives you the basics in clear and easy language. 
It is a step-by-step guide to research: from initial brainstorming in order to determine the leagl problem at issue (what 
you're actually going to have to research), to finding the answers to your questions (actual researching) as quickly and 
painlessly as possible, then to using your newly-found research to build a basic outline that ties it all together. Along 
the way, he adds a lot of helpful advice about the pros and cons of using different sources of law at different points 
within the research process (think primary versus secondary information sources) in a way that enables the user to 
improve his or her researching effeciency and find the bottom line answers faster. The faster you can complete your 
research, the faster you can move on to the subsequent task of writing your memo or brief. At 120 pages, it is pretty 
basic in terms of coverage, but it gives you enough of the basics to get started. If you need help with this subject 
becauseyou don't remember how to properly research law, then begin with this book. It is user friendly and basically 
designed for the beginner...4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. RepetitiveBy matthew ryanIf you have a 
Research and Writing class already you probably already learned most of the things this book is going to talk about. It 
makes some ok points, but contains mostly common sense ideas explained in an easy to read way. Overall, it's 
inexpensive and small so i keep it in my bag, but not necessary, at least after your first semester.5 of 5 people found 
the following review helpful. A Must-Read Legal Research GuideBy Daniel GrossmanA legal research guide like this 
is long overdue. Whether online or in the library, this book will teach you how to research more efficiently and 
productively. Through clear, practical examples, Mark Osbeck walks you through every question that could possibly 
arise in the research process. Unlike some legal research guides that can be as dry and dense as the sources themselves, 
this book is easy and fun to read! I would highly recommend it as a must-read for law students and young lawyers 
alike.

This book stresses a systematic, problem-solving approach to legal research that shows the reader how to actually go 
about doing legal research in an efficient manner, rather than just where to find the law. It sets out a clear, universally 
applicable research strategy that guides the researcher through the research process from beginning to end. The book 
also includes a section on tips for avoiding common research pitfalls in the workplace, a trouble-shooting guide for 
helping the researcher overcome common hurdles that arise in research problems, and a summary of the various 
primary and secondary sources of law and their use. While Impeccable Research is thorough, it is also concise and 
easy to read. For this reason, it makes an ideal reference guide for law students working as summer associates, as well 
as for practicing lawyers.

In our computer search-happy world, someone has finally said it and said it well. Step away from the computer and 
THINK. Legal research is not just a task. It is a process. To be done correctly, it requires thought, planning, and yes, a 
strategy. Bravo, Mark Osbeck. --Cole A. Wist, Partner, Ogletree DeakinsProfessor Osbeck has come up with a nifty 
little book to help students and lawyers think clearly about what they are trying to discover with the various research 
tools. His big picture approach to research will help lawyers research more efficiently, saving themselves time and 
their clients money. --Kenneth D. Chestek, President, The Legal Writing Institute, Clinical Professor of Law, Indiana 
University School of Law-IndianapolisProfessor Osbeck has come up with a nifty little book to help students and 
lawyers think clearly about what they are trying to discover with the various research tools. His big picture approach to 
research will help lawyers research more efficiently, saving themselves time and their clients money. --Kenneth D. 
Chestek, President, The Legal Writing Institute, Clinical Professor of Law, Indiana University School of Law-
IndianapolisAbout the AuthorMark K. Osbeck is a professor in the Legal Practice Program at the University of 
Michigan Law School, where he teaches legal research and other lawyering skills. He also serves as a law-firm 
consultant on complex commercial litigation matters. Prior to joining the faculty at Michigan, Professor Osbeck 
practiced law for 15 years, first in Washington, D.C., and then in Denver, Colorado, where he was a partner with a 
large law firm. 


