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Nancy E. Dowd : In Defense of Single-Parent Families  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised In Defense of Single-Parent Families: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Ms. Dowd forgot a few of usBy A CustomerI agree with Ms Dowd's 
defense of single parent families, but she leaves out a very important group-widowed parents. It is not only our 
political system who misunderstands our family structure, even our friends tend to misunderstand our responsibilities 
and judge us rather than offer a helping hand. One woman who I assume meant well, (but I cannot be sure if she did 
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this out of pure spite at me for removing my teenage daughter from her clutches) actually created dissention between 
my child and me because she interfered without asking my permission. Well meaning people, who are in two parent 
families, often judge us as neglectful people who are not up to the task of seeing our children's needs. They never take 
the time, however, to ask if I could use a hand with the yard or cars or when I or one of my children are sick. I do not 
even ask for the help, because I know it would not be done in the spirit of looking out for my family's welfare, but 
rather it would be done grudgingly and with much resentment. I also get put down for not socializing during the work 
week, not having time for gossip, etc. I am just a busy widowed mother who has no time for outside interference 
between me and my children. I have already put one success out there in the world and am working on 2 and 3.9 of 13 
people found the following review helpful. Insightful and comprehensive view family structuresBy A CustomerNot 
only did I find the discussion of legal, cultural and demographic influences on various family structures well-reasoned 
and comprehensive, but Ms. Dowd's final vision for fusion of "nontraditional" families into our broader understanding 
of the family structure was reminiscent of a quote by Foucalt, where he said: "What is good is something that comes 
through innovation. The good does not exist like that in an atemporal sky, with people who would be like astrologers 
of the Good, whose job is to determine the favorite nature of the stars. The good is defined by us, it is practiced, it is 
invented." For me, the book provided an insight into the marginalization of "nontraditional" families, and the inherent 
falsehood of those static views of the family structure that have tended to discredit family structures that fall outside 
the paradigmatic circumference.5 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Confidence, hope, validationBy A 
CustomerI read this book as a new single parent. It gave me so much to think about. What's more, it gave me the 
documentation and the argument to explain why my gut feeling that being a single parent was *good*, was right. This 
book has dug me out of numerous arguments with people who think that the only way to have a successful family is 
with a Mom and a Dad. It has wonderful references, and puts together a meaningful look at family structures.

Single-parent families succeed. Within these families children thrive, develop, and grow, just as they do in a variety of 
family structures. Tragically, they must do so in the face of powerful legal and social stigma that works to undermine 
them. As Nancy E. Dowd argues in this bold and original book, the justifications for stigmatizing single-parent 
families are founded largely on myths, myths used to rationalize harshly punitive social policies. Children, in 
increasing numbers, bear the brunt of those policies. In this generation, more than two-thirds of all children will spend 
some time in a single-parent family before reaching age 18. The damage done in the name of justified stigma, 
therefore, harms a great many children. Dowd details the primary justifications for stigmatizing single-parent families, 
marshalling an impressive array of resources about single parents that portray a very different picture of these families. 
She describes them in all their forms, with particular attention to the differential treatment given never-married and 
divorced single parents, and to the impact of gender, race, and class. Emphasizing that all families face significant 
conflicts between work and family responsibilities, Dowd argues many two-parent families, in fact, function as single-
parent caregiving households. The success or failure of families, she contends, has little to do with form. Many of the 
problems faced by single-parent families mirror problems faced by all families. Illustrating the harmful impact of 
current laws concerning divorce, welfare, and employment, Dowd makes a powerful case for centering policy around 
the welfare and equality of all children. A thought-provoking examination of the stereotypes, realities and possibilities 
of single-parent families, In Defense of Single-Parent Families asks us to consider the true purpose or goal of a family.

From Library JournalDowd (law, Univ. of Florida) has written a strong argument in favor of public support for needy 
families bringing up young children, particularly those where single parents are sole caretakers. She explains how 
society stigmatizes single parents, especially those who are female and black, as immoral, shiftless, and unworthy of 
help. Not only denigrated, female single parents are also victims of gender hierarchy in the application of divorce, 
employment, and welfare laws. Dowd argues that the quality of family functioning is related more to the level of 
economic and social support present than to the number of parents. She feels strongly that society should support in 
meaningful ways the nurture of children and their caregivers regardless of family structure. A thoughtful analysis of a 
serious problem in this country; recommended for professionals, academics, and the public.?Suzanne W. Wood, 
SUNY Coll. of Technology, AlfredCopyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc. "If there is a less-popular cause in 
this country than single-parent families, it doesn't come readily to mind. But Dowd presents a very different view of 
single-parent families as pioneers in the development of nonpatriarchal family structures, arguing that the perceived 
inferiority of single-parent families has more to do with bias and poverty than the lack of a male figure, and that we 
need legal change to increase employment, income and community support."-National Law Journal"A strong 
argument in favor of public support for needy families bringing up young children, particularly those where single 
parents are the sole caretakers. . . . A thoughtful analysis of a serious problem in this country; recommended for 
professionals, academics, and the public." -Library Journal"Dowd does a good job of explaining how discrimination in 
the workplace and the devaluation of those who provide child care works against the single parent. . . . Should provoke 
lively classroom discussion." -ChoiceFrom the Back CoverNancy Dowd details the primal justifications for 
stigmatizing single-parent families, marshalling an impressive array of resources about single parents that portrays a 



very different picture of these families. She describes them in all their forms, with particular attention to the 
differential treatment given never-married and divorced single parents, and to the impact of gender, race, and class. 
Emphasizing that all families face significant conflicts between work and family responsibilities - a conflict thrown in 
sharp relief in single-parent families - Dowd argues many two-parent families in fact function as single-parent care-
giving households. The success or failure of families, she contends, has little to do with form. Many of the problems 
faced by single-parent families mirror problems faced by all families. Illustrating the harmful impact of current laws 
concerning divorce, welfare, and employment, Dowd makes a powerful case for centering policy around the welfare 
and equality of all children. A thought-provoking examination of the stereotypes, realities, and possibilities of single-
parent families, In Defense of Single-Parent Families asks us to consider the true purpose of a family. 


