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David E. Narrett : Inheritance and Family Lifein Colonial New York City before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Inheritance and Family Lifein Colonial New Y ork City:

This book breaks new ground by offering the first detailed and systematic analysis of inheritance practicesin New
York City from the beginning of Dutch settlement in the 1620s to the onset of the American Revolution. By analyzing
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abroad range of original sourcesincluding more than 2,300 willsDavid E. Narrett shows how the transmission of
property at death reflected the distribution of power and authority within the family.The author makes an especially
important contribution to early New Y ork history by explaining the Dutch origins of social and family customs, and by
tracing the persistence of Dutch ways following the English conquest of New Netherland in 1664. He demonstrates
that seventeenth-century Dutch law was particularly favorable to women since it sanctioned community property
within marriage, the drafting of mutual wills by spouses, and the equal (or nearly equal) division of property among all
children.While the book maintains its comparative focus on the Dutch and English traditions, it also includes material
on other ethnic groups (for example, French Huguenots and Jews) living in a pluralistic society. Narrett utilizes both
Dutch and English language sources to examine such pertinent topics as the relationship between law and social
custom, primogeniture, kinship and communal ties, charitable bequests, the manumission of slaves, and the literacy
level of testators.Written in a clear and precise manner, the book includes many tables that will give readers immediate
access to supporting data, and a conclusion establishes the relationship of Narrett's findings to relevant scholarship. A
valuable addition to the literature on inheritance, thisis a book whose conclusions and data will be mined by
colonialists, legal historians, and historians of women and the family.

"David E. Narrett's book is a beautifully written and comprehensive examination of inheritance practicesin colonial
New York City." American Historical "Inheritance and Family Lifein Colonial New Y ork City provides awealth of
insight into the gendered patterns of inheritance in one of the American colonies and is an important contribution to
the history of the family in early America." Journal of Social History"As David E. Narrett arguesin his book on
colonial New Y ork City wills, inheritance customs are good indicators of social values and cultural trends. Thisistrue
particularly when wills are studied by such careful investigators as Narrett. His book teaches us a great deal not only
about the law of inheritancein early New Y ork City but also about the values of the colonists who lived there. Asa
book in the history of the family, it is particularly useful for highlighting the differences between Dutch family
relationships and those of the English in the seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries." American Journal of Legal
History "Reprinted almost twenty years after itsfirst appearancein 1992. . . This book iswell written and organized
and will offer an answer for amost any question on colonial inheritance law in New Y ork"David J. Gary, New Y ork
History



