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An examination of the current state of probate law and the inability of legislators to recognize and provide for the 
broad range of families in America today, this book should be read by those with an interest in the relationship 
between families and the law across a range of academic disciplines.

"This well-documented study examines the role of inheritance in non-traditional family forms. Clearly presented is the 
role of probate law in influencing the life ways of these varied family forms. The author demonstrates that current 
inheritance laws developed over historic times with the focus on the nuclear family that is no longer the norm... This 
book will be of tremendous value to family researchers, psychologists, sociologists, lawyers, the legal system and 
social practitioners." -Marvin B. Sussman, Ph.D. "This is an enlightening survey of American inheritance laws. 
Brashier outlines how our laws differ in troubling ways from common features of inheritance laws in other countries 
and also notes how our laws have largely not yet adapted to unmarried partner relationships. He makes sensible 
recommendations about how our laws should be changed." -J. Thomas Oldham, John H. Freeman Professor of Law, 
University of Houston Law Center "[A]n engaging read: clear, concise, with an easy flow. It is also very informative, 
but conspicuously uncluttered. Most importantly, its message is timely and should be heeded." -Estate Planning "It 
would make an excellent addition to law firm, academic and public law library collections." -Legal Information 
ALERT "Brashier crams a tremendous amount of well-cited material into this brief, clearly written volume." -Law 
Politics Book "...comprehensive discussion of whether a parent-child relationship exists for inheritance purposes with 
regard to nonmarital children, adopted children, and children of reproductive technologies, and also the rights of 
spouses and unmarried cohabitants." -Wills, Trusts, and Estates "In this informative book, Brashier presents a 
fascinating analysis of how the changing structure of the family is impacting inheritance laws... Brashier addresses 
controversial issues in an informed, articulate and thoughtful manner... It is [a] fine addition to the library of anyone 
wishing to provide financially for their families." -The Journal of Sociology and Social Welfare "Brashier's book 
skillfully and engagingly shows how inheritance laws across the fifty United States have not kept up with changes in 
American family life... Brashier's ability to convey the key principles behind an almost bewildering array of examples 
makes this book potentially quite valuable to economists who seek a better understanding of inheritance law, the 
transfer of wealth in the US, and the law's impact on the lives of women, men, and children." -Feminist 
EconomicsFrom the PublisherHow inheritance law has failed to recognize the modern familyAbout the AuthorRalph 
C. Brashier is the Cecil C. Humphreys Professor of Law at the University of Memphis School of Law. He was a co-
author of the "Keeping Current" column in the American Bar Association's Probate and Property magazine, and 
continues to serve as a contributing editor. In addition to penning a number of law review articles on the subject of 
inheritance law, he serves as a member of the Tennessee Uniform Probate Code Commission and is a former editor-in-
chief of the Mississippi Law Journal. 


