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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating History of the Rabbi's place in JudaismBy Cameron S. 
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HuffThis book tells the story of rabbis and the way their profession developed from ancient to modern times.Well 
written, very clear and easy to read, it reflecta contains much interesting and useful information about rabbis, Jewish 
history and Jewish law.Few authors take the time to do the quality of research apparent in this wonderful book. I 
highly recommend it.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. For history buffs, legal scholars, religious 
leaders, this is a must readBy Barbara NellRoth's research into the Rabbinic status from 67AD to present is an 
undertaking that no one had considered, and I was one of the multitude. It's well written, concise, and fascinating.

In his legal history of the rabbinic profession from biblical to modern times, Jeffrey I. Roth traces the development of 
principles governing compensation and related benefits for rabbis, scholars, teachers, and judges under Jewish law. 
Roth focuses on the disconnect that evolved as rabbis wished to serve God and their communities yet needed to 
provide for the material needs of their families. He charts the shift from the Talmudic ideal of uncompensated service 
and follows the development of four material advantages sought by the rabbinic profession--compensation, protection 
against competition, principles of tenure in office, and inheritance rights.

From the Inside Flap"In his well written and thoughtfully organized legal study, Jeffrey Roth covers an enormous 
amount of historical material and is eminently fair to all sides of the many debates over rabbinic compensation, tenure, 
and inheritance. There is nothing else quite like it available." Daniel H. Frank, professor of philosophy and director of 
the Jewish Studies Program, Purdue University, and editor of The Cambridge Companion to Medieval Jewish 
PhilosophyAbout the AuthorJeffrey I. Roth is a professor of law at Touro College Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center in 
Huntington, New York. A former Fulbright scholar in Budapest, he has also taught as a visiting professor at the 
University of Amsterdam and in Berlin at Humbolt University. He holds degrees from Yeshiva University, Columbia 
University, and the Yale Law School. 


