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MBE[[VIDEOID:mo37MEYGNQN1THD]]READ THIS TREATISE ON INTERNET GOVERNANCEAn 
appreciation by Phillip Taylor MBE and Elizabeth Taylor of Richmond Green ChambersTwenty years ago, the 
Internet was in its infancy. Now, no business or government can do without it, nor can most individual 
users.Nevertheless in many respects it has grown from infancy into a wild child, or as some have said, a wild frontier, 
almost completely lawless and therefore subject to exploitation and abuse, with all kinds of desperate measures put in 
place to make it `safe for the children', not to mention the rest of us.Joanna Kulesza, an assistant professor of 
international public law at Lodz University in Poland has therefore written a timely and important book advocating 
international standards of governance. The book should particularly interest legal scholars concerned with 
international law and international relations.Practitioners involved in any area of IT law, or for that matter, 
international trade over the internet will also find it immensely useful, not only as a study of the current Promethean 
state of internet law, but also as an examination of possibilities and probabilities which will affect internet governance 
in the future.This lucid and erudite book begins with a quote from Kofi Annan, who, speaking at the Global Internet 
Governance Forum in New York in 2004, observed that `the Internet has revolutionized trade, heath, education and 
indeed the very fabric of human communication and exchange'.`Clearly, there is a need for governance,' he adds, `but 
that does not necessarily mean that it has to be done in the traditional way, for something that is so very 
different.'Since that quite prescient statement was made, Internet usage worldwide has increased to an estimated 2.5 
billion users, or one in three of the world's population. The need for some form of international standard for Internet 
governance has become urgent.`Laying down common legal principles governing the Internet as a whole would 
facilitate the protection of users' rights,' remarks the author - and who would disagree?The book therefore reveals a 
broad range of views surrounding the issue of Internet governance. Such topics as international copyright protection, 
state responsibility regarding cyber-attacks and online protection of privacy are discussed.A comparative study is 
made of the way in which different jurisdictions approach the problem; the US, EU, China and Singapore 
included.The author's suggested solution revolves around the principle of `International Internet Law' which could 
evolve, we assume, in a similar way to international environmental law.An Internet Framework Convention would be 
required to point the way for international cooperation on regulating the Internet worldwide in an enlightened, ethical 
manner, ideally in keeping with democratic principles and traditions of free speech.Any user of the Internet; certainly 
anyone concerned with its future will find much to consider in this thought provoking book. Researchers in this area 
will be delighted by the bibliography of some 26 pages, which offers abundant avenues for further reading and 
enquiry. There is also an extensive table of cases and statutes. The publication date is 2012.

This book discusses the international legal issues underlying Internet Governance and proposes an international 
solution to its problems. The book encompasses a wide spectrum of current debate surrounding the governance of the 
internet and focuses on the areas and issues which urgently require attention from the international community in order 
to sustain the proper functioning of the global network that forms the foundation of our information fuelled society. 
Among the topics discussed are international copyright protection, state responsibility for cyber-attacks 
(cyberterrorism), and international on-line privacy protection. Taking a comparative approach by examining how 
different jurisdictions such as the United States, the European Union, China and Singapore have attempted various 
solutions to the problem of Internet Governance, the author offers a practical solution to the problem and is a 
proponent of International Internet Law. Kulesza suggests that just as in the case of International Environmental Law, 
an Internet Framework Convention could shape the starting point for international cooperation and lead to a clear, 
contractual division of state jurisdictional competences. International Internet Law is of particular interest to legal 
scholars engaged with the current challenges in international law and international relations, as well as students of law, 
international relations and political science. The issues discussed in the book are also relevant to journalists and other 
media professionals, facing the challenges of analyzing current international developments in cyberspace.

The book International Internet Law remains one of the very few monographs in English concerning Internet 
governance. But this is not the only reason it is worth reading... [An] advantage is that in her study Kulesza gives a 
fresh, comprehensive and up to date view on the issue concerned. She makes the reader more aware of what kinds of 
problems humanity is facing nowadays and how this might develop in the future. - Micha Kruk for Intellectual 
Property and Competition Law, (2013) 44:385388About the AuthorJoanna Kulesza is an assistant professor of 
international public law at the Faculty of Law and Administration, University of Lodz, Poland. Her research interests 
include limits of state competence in cyberspace, international cooperation on Internet governance and the future of 
World Wide Web. 


