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this Cell a Human Being?: Exploring the Status of Embryos, Stem Cells and Human-Animal Hybrids:

The central question of this book iswhether or not particular cell entities of human origin ought to be considered
human beings. The answer is crucial for making moral decisionsfor or against research and experimentation. Experts
in the field discuss the production of embryonic-like pluripotent stem cells by atered nuclear transfer, parthenogenesis
and reprogramming of adult somatic cells. They thoroughly analyse the biological and moral status of different cell
entities, such as human stem cells, embryos and human-animal hybrid embryos, and make a decisive step towards
establishing final criteriafor what constitutes a human being. The topic is challenging in nature and of broad interest to
all those concerned with current bioethical thought on embryonic human life and itsimplications for society.

From the reviews: This book begins with an accurate synopsis of stem cell research, embryological development,
genetic modification, and the scientific perspectives on the definition of death. The book also addresses ethical issues
related to animal rights. Current primary references are provided with each chapter, and there is a glossary of
philosophical and scientific terms used in the book at the end. A useful acquisition for bioethics, public policy, and law
collections. Summing Up: Recommended. Academic, professional, and general readers, all levels. (B. R. Shmaefsky,
Choice, Val. 49 (5), January, 2012)



