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Mazo De La Roche : Jalna  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Jalna: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Good wholesome, pleasurable readingBy Gail in GAThis book is 
one in a series of 16 books. It is about the Whiteoak family and their Canadian home called Jalna. The family is 
unique, and the series takes you through several generations. You grow to know and love the family with all its ups 
and downs... very close to real life for so many. My mother read the series when she was young and brought me to it. I 
read the series when I was in my twenties and am reading it again in my 70's. It grows on you. Just be sure you read 
the books in order as it is so much fun to see the members of the family grow up, have successes and failures, marry 
and divorce, travel, and have adventures on the Jalna property... you rejoice at their successes, and you mourn with the 
family when members die. I definitely recommend this book and the others in the series. Good wholesome reading.3 
of 3 people found the following review helpful. A series to read in order!By LollyI just happened on to this series of 
books.....looked up the order they were in chronologically and began at the beginning. The cultural life and history of 
nineteenth century Canada is interesting.....and the Whiteoak's family saga keeps me coming back for more. I am 
about halfway through the series. When I just want to read for pleasure, I'll check in with the Whiteoaks.23 of 23 
people found the following review helpful. This should be a series on HBOBy lisatheratgirlCanadian author Mazo de 
la Roche wrote 16 novels about Jalna, the Ontario estate of the Whiteoak family. This is the first book, but it actually 
starts in the middle, with three generations living. Subsequent books deal with both past and future events; this one is 
set in the 1920s. It is one of the best books I have ever read (first time 40 years ago). At the center is Grandmother, one 
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hundred years old and as alert as anyone in the family. The description is beautiful (if you've seen Ontario, you'll be 
able to picture it all) but doesn't get in the way of the plot. With marriages, affairs, divorces and birthdays from the 
oldest to the youngest, there is never a dull moment. Many of these books are out of print in the U.S. You may need to 
get a used copy or buy one from canada, which I've just done with the second book. I can't get enough of the 
Whiteoaks.


