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What is 'legal' about bioethics? What are the ideas and artefacts that bioethics encompasses, and how are they related 
to law? What is the role of law in bioethics? In this work, Calvin Ho attempts to address these questions in the context 
of the governance of human pluripotent stem cell research. In essence, he argues that the hybridization of law, through 
processes, devices and techniques of juridification, has helped to constitute bioethics as a public sphere and an 
emergent civic epistemology.Drawing on his multi-sited ethnographic fieldwork and on Actor-Network-Theory, Ho 
explains how the law has, through bioethics, contributed to the scientific and public understanding of human 
pluripotent stem cell research and its artefacts, particularly the embryo and human-animal combinations. Although the 
focus of his work is on bioethical developments in Singapore over a period of more than 15 years, parallel 
developments in key jurisdictions (especially the United States of America and the United Kingdom) and in 
international science policy are also evaluated. It is through appreciating how it has progressed that bioethics will be 
better able to engage with future challenges presented by advances in human embryo research and gene editing 
techniques, among others.


