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This book originated as lectures for a course on political philosophy that Rawls taught regularly at Harvard in the 
1980s. In time the lectures became a restatement of his theory of justice as fairness, revised in light of his more recent 
papers and his treatise Political Liberalism (1993). As Rawls writes in the preface, the restatement presents "in one 
place an account of justice as fairness as I now see it, drawing on all [my previous] works." He offers a broad 
overview of his main lines of thought and also explores specific issues never before addressed in any of his 
writings.Rawls is well aware that since the publication of A Theory of Justice in 1971, American society has moved 
farther away from the idea of justice as fairness. Yet his ideas retain their power and relevance to debates in a 
pluralistic society about the meaning and theoretical viability of liberalism. This book demonstrates that moral clarity 
can be achieved even when a collective commitment to justice is uncertain.

.com Few philosophers have made as much of a splash with a single book as John Rawls did with the 1971 publication 
of A Theory of Justice. Thirty years later, Justice as Fairness rearticulates the main themes of his earlier work and 
defends it against the swarm of criticisms it has attracted. Throughout the book, Rawls continues to defend his well-
known thought experiment in which an "original position"--a sort of prenatal perspective ignorant of our race, class, 
and gender--provides the basis for formulating ethical principles that result in a harmonious liberal state. In addition, 
he supplies carefully worked-out responses and, in some cases, reformulations of his theory. Those coming to Rawls 
for the first time will find a lucid portrayal of his position; those embroiled in the ongoing debate will encounter a 
closely argued and subtle rejoinder to his adversaries. Readers will be pleased that the daunting volumes of Rawls's 
previous work have been distilled to a digestible 214 pages. --Eric de PlaceFrom Library JournalRawls set out his 
contractualist conception of justice in A Theory of Justice and revised it in a later edition. From 1974 to 1989, he 
published articles whose theses varied somewhat from the detailed account of that work. In this self-contained attempt 
to reconcile the differences, he reorganizes his "original position" argument; revises his liberty principle to emphasize 
that there is not a single "liberty" that governments should aim at, but a set of liberties that ground citizens' powers to 
form and act from conceptions of justice and of a fully worthwhile life; and reanalyzes justice as fairness, so as to 
emphasize its political aspects. This book is the capstone to a half-century's deep thinking about its subject and will 
reward careful study. Recommended for most libraries. Robert Hoffman, York Coll., CUNY Copyright 2001 Reed 
Business Information, Inc. Justice as Fairness is a concise, self-contained, and up to date presentation of Rawls' 
views...While Justice as Fairness does not present any theoretical departures from Political Liberalism, it deals with 
important topics Rawls never fully addressed before such as Marx's critique of liberalism and the moral short-comings 
of welfare state capitalism...Rawls' long-time readers will also be pleased to find that Justice as Fairness includes 
careful replies to Sandel, Sen, Okin and other critics on issues ranging from health care to the legal status of gender 
differences. (Robert Briscoe Boston Book 2001-07-01)Rawls is one of the two or three most important political 
thinkers of the 20th century. His accounts of 'justice as fairness' and of 'political liberalism' are among the most widely 
discussed and cited in the field of political philosophy...[Justice as Fairness] provides an integrated statement of his 
political theory, drawing together and presenting in a unified way, and for the first time, the major arguments and both 
strands of his work. Even though it is a challenging volume, it will no doubt be the principal introduction to his 
thinking...An essential text. (J. D. Moon Choice 2001-11-01)There have been millions of words written about A 
Theory of Justice and many articles and several books by Rawls defending and expanding its doctrines. Justice as 
Fairness will almost certainly be the last of these, and it should take its place as the best and most comprehensive 
statement of Rawls's eventual position. It is an exemplary work in every way. Rawls's own virtues shine through. He 
follows the argument where it leads. He listens to his critics and acknowledges his supporters; he gives way when it is 
necessary, but remains firm where he can take a stand. Anybody convinced that political thought is all about disguised 
power, or rhetoric, or ideology in the bad sense of the word, should confront this book. (Simon Blackburn Times 
Literary Supplement 2001-09-28) 


