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Jay M. Feinman : Law 101: Everything You Need to Know about the American Legal System  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Law 101: Everything You Need to Know 
about the American Legal System: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great introduction to the world of law, a good read for anyone.By 
Frank JennerExcellent read. A good intro to everything law and a great insight into the world that is the American 
legal system. The book does a great job of introducing one to thinking about the world from a legal perspective. When 
someone says "Why do things work this way in our government?" you will have better insight into the reasoning 
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behind why our society works the way it does. The book is very straight forward and does not waste time or space 
trying to create a narrative, it just tells you how the law works and why.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Not something that is necessarily a good thing.By Elizabeth FM MonahanI have not started using it yet. This 
summer I will be utilizing this as reference material for teaching my Business Law/Criminal Law class. One thing I 
did notice, though, is that the print is small in the copy I received. Not something that is necessarily a good thing.4 of 4 
people found the following review helpful. Decent Overall Review of LawBy Vahagn KarapetyanThe book basically 
does what it claims it's going to do. It gives you a clear and relatively simple overview of the American legal system. 
Furthermore, it constantly uses Supreme Court cases as a way of showing how certain laws were created and 
constantly changed over time as standards changed.The writer doesn't get preachy or starts to discuss complicated 
theories and philosophies about law. He simply educates the reader on practical matters of our legal system. Some 
examples include how a typical case reaches the courtroom, the different kind of jobs attorneys and lawyers have, and 
how to write a legitimate will that will be recognized by law.Overall, it's a great book for anyone that might be 
interested in Law School in the future or just someone that wants to be knowledgeable about the basic concepts of law.

The best-selling first edition of Law 101 provided readers with a vividly written and indispensable portrait of our 
nation's legal system. Now, in this revised edition, Jay M. Feinman offers an updated survey of American law, spiced 
with new anecdotes and cases, and incorporating fresh material on topics ranging from the President's war powers, to 
intellectual property, standard form contracts, and eminent domain. Here is an exceptionally clear introduction to law, 
covering the main subjects found in the first year of law school, giving us a basic understanding of how it all works. 
Readers are introduced to every aspect of the legal system, from constitutional law and the litigation process to tort 
law, contract law, property law, and criminal law. Feinman illuminates each discussion with many intriguing, 
outrageous, and infamous cases, from the scalding coffee case that cost McDonald's half a million dollars, to the 
sensational murder trial in Victorian London that led to the legal definition of insanity, to the epochal decision in 
Marbury v. Madison that gave the Supreme Court the power to declare state and federal laws unconstitutional. He 
broadens the reader's legal vocabulary, clarifying the meaning of everything from "due process" and "equal protection" 
in constitutional law, to the distinction between "murder" and "manslaughter" in criminal law. Perhaps most important, 
we learn that though the law is voluminous and complex, it is accessible to all. Everyone who wants a better grasp of 
current legal issues--from students contemplating law school, to journalists covering the legislature or the courts, to 
fans of Court TV--will find here a wonderful source of information: a complete, clear, and colorful map of the 
American legal system. "An entertaining and informative introduction to the law.... For journalists, those interested in 
the law, and fans of television law dramas, this book should be required reading."--Library Journal
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