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Jerry Menikoff MD JD : Law and Bioethics: An Introduction  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Law and Bioethics: An Introduction: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good Understanding of Law and BioethicsBy Green Is GoodText 
explains well the buildup to the modern bioethics dilemma that we now face as a nation due to antiquated laws that are 
now interpreted by the courts. By giving the opinions of the various cases, one can easily discern the bad logic and 
complete disregard for the law that passes for reasoned opinions.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0878408398


Very Readable TextBy Howard Cain Jr.The book was in very good condition even though it was used. Jerry Menikoff 
offers insightful and very readable reviews of judicial opinions on very difficult topics. His literary style provides a 
refreshing change from the run-on, double negative sentences so characteristic of legal writing. The sections 
containing his thoughts and comments give further opportunity to reflect on topics at the intersection of law and 
bioethics.24 of 24 people found the following review helpful. An Excellent Text for Adoption in a Bioethics CourseBy 
Steven L. JohnsonI adopted this text in a graduate-level bioethics course for dual-degree medical students to introduce 
students to the leading legal cases that have proved so influential in the field of bioethics. (I used this text to 
supplement more philosophical-ethical-type readings.) At the end of the semester I was surprised by the number of 
glowing comments I received from students about this text. The text is structured along the lines of a law school case 
book. Most of the classic cases in bioethics are represented, as well as leading cases of relevance to medical 
practitioners. The author's introductory comments to each topic situate the cases in their historical, social, political, or 
legal contexts. I particularly found the notes and questions following each case to be extremely helpful and 
illuminating, and would often use these to orient and focus class discussions. Academics interested in adopting this 
text will be interested to know that the author provides, free of charge, an invaluable Teaching Manual to supplement 
this text (the author's email address is provided in the introduction). This text would be an excellent choice for 
adoption in graduate-level bioethics courses aimed at medical students, or as a text for a bioethics or health law course 
in law schools. It would also be suitable for an upper level undergraduate bioethics course in philosophy departments. 
Finally, this text would also be accessible to the intelligent reader with a general interest in some of the most 
interesting bioethical issues facing the medical and legal professions today, or to anyone interested in understanding 
the ways in which courts have addressed these issues. No technical medical or legal knowledge is presupposed by this 
text.

While the American legal system has played an important role in shaping the field of bioethics, Law and Bioethics is 
the first book on the subject designed to be accessible to readers with little or no legal background. Detailing how the 
legal analysis of an issue in bioethics often differs from the "ethical" analysis, the book covers such topics as abortion, 
surrogacy, cloning, informed consent, malpractice, refusal of care, and organ transplantation. Structured like a legal 
casebook, Law and Bioethics includes the text of almost all the landmark cases that have shaped bioethics. Jerry 
Menikoff offers commentary on each of these cases, as well as a lucid introduction to the U.S. legal system, explaining 
federalism and underlying common law concepts. Students and professionals in medicine and public health, as well as 
specialists in bioethics, will find the book a valuable resource.

"A welcome addition to the world of college textbooks and a valuable resource for anyone concerned with the critical 
life and death issues of our day. . . . This thoughtful book encourages students and all other forunate readers to face 
these issues with intelligence and compassion."Bioethics Forum"Menikoff presents the basic law relevant to bioethics 
in a way that is accessible but not simplistic."Bioethics and Law"The overall excellence of the multitudinous 
questions...is a cardinal strength of the book. . . . This illuminating volume potentially inculcates many lessons of 
considerable scholarly value to the serious student of law and bioethics ."JAMA (Journal of the American Medical 
Association) "It's all herethe most important legal cases in bioethics accompanied by lucid commentary....Menikoff 
has organized the materials in a manner than makes abundantly clear how the law and bioethics have developed. I 
cannot think of a better introduction to the topic."Peter A. Ubel, MD, University of Michigan and Ann Arbor Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center"A comprehensive and carefully structured examination of bioethics and of the law's response . 
. . will inspire virtually every reader to think again about the issues at stake in the contemporary bioethical 
debate."Janet Dolgin, Hofstra University"A well-written, engaging, and comprehensive casebook."Mark Siegler, MD, 
Director, MacLean Center for Clinical Medical Ethics, The University of ChicagoAbout the AuthorJerry Menikoff is 
an assistant professor of law, ethics, and medicine at the University of Kansas. 


