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L eon Petrazycki, A. Javier Trevino: Law and Morality (Law Society) before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Law and Morality (Law Society):

In analyzing the socio-psychic nature and operations of intuitive legal rules, Petrazycki formulates atheory of law
around five conceptual themes: anti-formalism, imperative-attributive legal relationships, law's functional control,
law's subjective reality and morality. Petrazycki presents the two ways by which law coordinates and regulates social
conduct as through its distributive and organizing functions. Law and Morality has a basic objective: to anayze
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interrel ations between positive and intuitive law. Petrazycki's socio-psychic orientation toward law is behavioral as
well as thoughtful. He finds the most suitable methods for obtaining knowledge about legal experiencesto be internal
and external observation. His technique of introspection is similar to Max Weber's conceptual method. Petrazycki
distinguishes between two kinds of interpretive understanding. External observation involves deriving the meaning of
an act or symbolic expression from immediate observation without reference to any broader context, and internal
observation involves placing the particular act in a broader context of meaning involving facts that cannot be derived
from a particular act or expression. Petrazycki's socio-legal ideas remain relevant in today's society. His arguments
concerning the global expansion of human love have an attraction for those working towards a better world. In the
context of positive psychology and the growing happiness industry, Petrazycki's ideas will compel legal scholarsto
consider his arguments. Petrazycki's work stands out for the scientific ambitions and systematic nature of his thought
aswell astheinfluence of hiswork on later scholarsin the sociology of law.

About the Author Leon Petrazycki was born on April 29, 1867 near the city of Vitebsk in Belarus (bordered by
Russia). In 1891 Petrazycki obtained his masters degree in Roman Law from the University of Kiev. Petrazycki later
went on to the University in St. Petersburg where he was awarded a doctorate in law, and eventually became the chair
of jurisprudence at that institution. His other writings include Study of Law and Morality and Theory of Law and State
in Connection With a Theory of Morality. A. Javier Trevio teaches sociology at Wheaton College in Massachusetts
and isthe editor of the Law and Society series for Transaction Publishers. He is the author or editor of numerous
books, including The Sociology of Law; Talcott Parsons on Law and the Legal System; and George C. Homans:
History, Theory, and Method. In addition, his work has appeared in theJournal of Classical Sociology, the American
Sociologist, andContemporary Justice .



