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This collection of essays examine the process and problems of law reform with special reference to the development of
family law. The author, Stephen Cretney, who is one of the UK's most distinguished family lawyers, demonstrates the
different pressures and influences that affect the development of the law, including the views of judges, the advice of
civil servants and the requirements of Parliamentary drafting to an extent which has not previously been appreciated.

“Stephen Cretney has become one of the most highly regarded and authoritative family lawyersin the United
Kingdom.' Helen Reece, Modern Law July 2000 as well as providing us with a unique historical study of the
development of twentieth century Family Law, Cretney casts light on many contemporary development.' Helen Reece,
Modern Law July 2000  The book covers awide range of topics and awide time span ... has something to offer to all
those interested in and practising family law ... The footnotes contain scholarly reference to social, legal and political
information and comment and some of them make riveting, and sometimes entertaining, reading ... thisis an excellent
book. Thereisno book likeit ... The book therefore fills agap in the family law literature that needed filling, and does
it in ascholarly and erudite way ... the publishers are to be congratulated on the quality of the book itself. The bright
blue dust-cover, with its painting of Jean Frederic Bazille's 'The Family Reunion’, and the quality of the binding make
it apleasure to handle and to have on one's bookshelf.' Kate Standley, International Journal of Law, Policy and the
Family, 13 (1999) the author has plainly spent many hours of painstaking research on the preserved papersin the
Public Records Office and at Lambeth Place ... The author buries in his footnotes the most wonderful anecdotes and
examples of the foibles of human nature, as well as delicious nuggets of irrelevant information ... it isimpossible to
criticise this book.' Family Law" The book maintains a coherent identity of its own. The book is meticulously
researched, lucidly written, elegantly presented, and a hugely enjoyable read. But it is much more than that. Tempting
though it may betofileit under legislative history, it proves the old adage that history teaches us lessons for the future,
and it cannot be ignored by those who have the unenviable task of furthering the work of family law reform. The
promised sequel on Law, Lawmakers and the Family in 20th Century Britain cannot come soon enough.' Stuart
Bridge, The Cambridge Law Journal About the AuthorStephen Cretney was a practicing solicitor in the City of London
from his graduation until 1965. He then taught at the Kenya and Southampton before becoming Quarrell Fellow and
Tutor in Law at Exeter College, Oxford. Between 1978 and 1984 he served as a Law Commissioner before becoming
Professor and Dean of the Faculty of Law at Bristol University. Since 1993 he has been Senior Research Fellow at All
Souls College, Oxford. He has served on a number of Government Committees.



