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Bryan A. Garner, Carlos Bea, Rebecca White Berch, Neil M. Gorsuch, Harris L Hartz, Nathan L. Hecht, Brett 
M. Kavanaugh, Alex Kozinski, Sandra L. Lynch, William H. Pryor Jr., Thomas M. Reavley, Jeffrey S. Sutton, 
Diane Wood : Law of Judicial Precedent  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Law of Judicial Precedent: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Should be assigned reading for all 3rd yr kaw studentsBy Bad 
DogIt's a good read. I haven't practiced in a long time, but read and apply case law regularly. The book helps 
characterize the thinking attorneys do with respect to applying precedent. It labels and classifies all the things 
attorneys do to distinguish, apply, extend, or narrow the law. I wish I could have read it oh so many years ago when I 
started out as a fresh faced federal judicial law clerk! It's a real accomplishment.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. The Judicial Bible on the method for the practice of law.By CustomerTo me, a practicing federal 
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lawyer at the front lines of the American judicial process, this rare, heavily-referenced nuanced work by its highly-
accomplished legal minds, is undoubtedly an absolute legal masterpiece. I can already see that this masterpiece will be 
an invaluable weapon in my daily battle for evanescent Justice and judicial respect for the rule of law. Incredibly, the 
sale price of less than $50.00, despite the obvious Herculean amount of work that went into this legal treatise, makes 
this and incredible bargain! Most legal treatises containing this vast amount of work and variety of authoritative 
contributors sell for ten times that amount.Though I am barely 1/4 of the way into this richly detailed book - Chapter 
21. Per Curiam Opinions and Summary Dispositions at page 214 - I already know that this book will remain at my 
desk for daily reference for a very, very long time to come.Authors: Thank you.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Brilliant bookBy CustomerIt is absolutely brilliant book. The most comprehensive guide to precedent. 
Also must admit that it's not only for US legal practitioners. Despite the fact that most examples are from the US 
courts this book is helpful for any lawyer who works in legal system that recognized legal precedent.

The Law of Judicial Precedent is the first hornbook-style treatise on the doctrine of precedent in more than a century. 
It is the product of 13 distinguished coauthors, 12 of whom are appellate judges whose professional work requires 
them to deal with precedents daily. Together with their editor and coauthor, Bryan A. Garner, the judges have 
thoroughly researched and explored the many intricacies of the doctrine as it guides the work of American lawyers and 
judges. The treatise is organized into nine major topics, comprising 93 blackletter sections that elucidate all the major 
doctrines relating to how past decisions guide future ones in our common-law system. The author's goal was to make 
the book theoretically sound, historically illuminating, and relentlessly practical. The breadth and depth of research 
involved in producing the book will be immediately apparent to anyone who browses its pages and glances over the 
footnotes: it would have been all but impossible for any single author to canvass the literature so comprehensively and 
then distill the concepts so cohesively into a single authoritative volume. More than 2,500 illustrative cases discussed 
or cited in the text illuminate the points covered in each section and demonstrate the law's development over several 
centuries. The cases are explained in a clear, commonsense way, making the book accessible to anyone seeking to 
understand the role of precedents in American law. Never before have so many eminent coauthors produced a single 
lawbook without signed sections, but instead writing with a single voice. Whether you are a judge, a lawyer, a law 
student, or even a nonlawyer curious about how our legal system works, you're sure to find enlightening, helpful, and 
sometimes surprising insights into our system of justice.

An amazing book. It s an essential read for anyone concerned with the state of the law. --Robert C. Berring University 
of California, Berkeley, School of LawGarner has enlisted a cast of judicial luminaries to examine the tools in the 
judicial toolbox. The result is both illuminating and, well, unprecedented. --Samuel Issacharoff New York University 
School of LawDon t let the size of this book scare you off! You ll keep dipping into it for wit and wisdom. --Yale 
Kamisar University of Michigan Law SchoolThis book should be at the elbow of judges, lawyers, and others who 
want a sure guide to the uses of precedent. A.E. Dick Howard University of Virginia School of LawClearly written, 
fully supported by caselaw, and impressively argued throughout, this book sheds new light on an important subject. 
Richard Helmholz University of Chicago Law SchoolAn admirable work of legal literature. This book is a pleasure to 
read, from page 1 to page 783. Ross E. Davies George Mason University School of LawGarner and his stellar panel of 
judges have written the bible on the role of case decisions and precedent in law. Paul F. Rothstein Georgetown 
University Law Center 


