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Nancy B. Rapoport, Jeffrey D. Van Niel : Law School Survival Manual  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Law School Survival Manual: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great information!By Ashley G. SmithGreat information. I haven't 
started law school yet, but I will in the Fall. I feel that this has given me a great idea of some things to expect. Also, I 
love the humor and the footnotes. It livens up the book.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent 
ReadBy Jeff AndersonAs a prospective law student, I bought and read this "survival manual". Now I am a successful 
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law student, in no small part to the expectations and advice I garnered from this book.1 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. Gunners aren't a Real ProblemBy Luna VilleThis book focuses less on how to be 
academically successful and more on creating new "cliches" about law students. The result is I have sat through a 
semester of classes where students are so reluctant to be categorized as "gunners", the professors have commented 
about "record low" participation and volunteer rates in class. If you go to Law School, understand this book will be of 
little actual help and go ahead and raise your hand. No one is going to hate you because you work hard and want to 
take a stab at answering the question posed.

In the Law School Survival Manual, Nancy Rapoport and Jeff Van Niel serve as the friendly voice of experience 
whose wit and wisdom will guide you through law school from the application process to orientation, and from your 
first year to graduation - including summer jobs, clerkships, and the bar exam. This concise handbook focuses on all 
aspects of law school that are mystifying or tricky or both. The Law School Survival Manual: From LSAT to Bar 
Exam offers complete coverage, Before law school What you'll need before you apply Picking the right law school for 
you Orientation Your checklist for law schoolFirst yearCollegiality and etiquette Friendships, romance, and 
networking The psychology of law professors Reading cases and statutes Outlining and studyingPreparing for essay 
and multiple-choice exams Choosing upper-level courses Managing your time and scheduling your life Exploring 
joint-degree program opportunities Finding and applying for a summer job Landing a judicial clerkship Studying for 
the bar exam and the MPRE With reassuring humor and unique perspectives, Nancy Rapoport and Jeff Van Niel show 
you how to cope with stress, manage your time, study efficiently, nurture new friendships, write a paper, prepare for 
exams, and make sound decisions - in law school and beyond. 

Solace for 1Ls As a crim law professor teaching first-semester 1Ls, it seems that a large part of my time is spent not 
just teaching the law, but advising, counseling, and hand-holding. All part of the territory, I know. But what to do 
when your students begin to ask you about study tips, or strategies for outlining, or asks your advice on job 
interviews? Usually I just mumble something about "be organized" and leave it at that. Not this year, though. No, this 
year I finally Have An Answer: Nancy Rapoport and Jeffery Van Niel's Law School Survival Manual This slim 
volume, published by Aspen, is truly a lifesaver not just for the confused or anxious student but also for any 1L 
professor hoping to impart useful advice. Best of all, it's funny--a wry tone which is a cross between Miss Manners 
and Dennis Miller. My personal favorite part is the chapter discussing "Some Universal Truths" about law school, 
which includes etiquette hints like "Don't Be an Insufferable Braggart" and provides answers to such eternal questions 
as: 1) Does it matter where I sit in class? 2)If I really, really have to go to the bathroom during class, is it ok if I get up 
and leave? 3)What harm is there in surfing the web in class or IM'ing my friends if I'm bored? In fact, my only caveat 
about this book is that it gives too sharp of a look into the reality of law school and law teaching--do I really want my 
students to be reading about "Favorite Law Professor Games"? Probably not. But otherwise, this book would have 
been great to have when I was a student, both for the practical and intelligent advice and the gently humorous tone it 
uses to poke fun at most law school sacred cows. I'll leave you with one last bit of advice from the authors: "Beware 
that, when fighting monsters, you yourself do not become a monster . . . for when you gaze long into the abyss, the 
abyss gazes also into you." --Friedrich Nietzche Nietzche, Miss Manners for Law School, How to Outline....this book 
has it all. --Professor Laura I. Appleman 


