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David Luban : Lawyers and Justice  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Lawyers and Justice: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great read for anyone in the legal professionBy CustomerThis well-
written book takes a mature philosophical view of what it really means to be a lawyer. Great read for anyone in the 
legal profession!! :)3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. One of the best books on legal ethics written...By 
PhilprofI fear an earlier reviewer either misunderstood (or just failed to understand) Luban's book, because the logic is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0691022909


far from circular, and the text is one of the best and most thorough treatments of the limits of role morality within the 
adversarial system. Yes, it's a difficult book, but this is a difficult subject, and the level of nuance and subtlety in 
Luban's argument demands careful reading. I've taught legal ethics for 15 years, and I have yet to find a book that 
treats both the legal and philosophical issues as well as Luban's does. I highly recommend this book, either for the 
philosophically minded lawyer or the legally inclined philosopher.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
very perceptiveBy A CustomerVery interesting read...I have to say I disagree with the previous reviewer. 
Recommended for anyone with an interest in philosophy of law.

The law, Holmes said, is no brooding omnipresence in the sky. "If that is true," writes David Luban, "it is because we 
encounter the legal system in the form of flesh-and-blood human beings: the police if we are unlucky, but for the 
(marginally) luckier majority, the lawyers." For practical purposes, the lawyers are the law. In this comprehensive 
study of legal ethics, Luban examines the conflict between common morality and the lawyer's "role morality" under 
the adversary system and how this conflict becomes a social and political problem for a community. Using real 
examples and drawing extensively on case law, he develops a systematic philosophical treatment of the problem of 
role morality in legal practice. He then applies the argument to the problem of confidentiality, outlines an affordable 
system of legal services for the poor, and provides an in-depth philosophical treatment of ethical problems in public 
interest law.

From the Back CoverThis is a book about the ethics of the legal profession proceeding from one basic premise: our 
nation is so dependent on its lawyers that their ethical problems transform themselves into public difficulties. 


