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Susan L. Crockin JD, Howard W. Jones Jr. MD : Legal Conceptions: The Evolving Law and Policy of Assisted 
Reproductive Technologies  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Legal Conceptions: The Evolving Law and Policy of Assisted Reproductive Technologies: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great textbook and book!By kbergi01I had professor Crockin for a 
course at Tufts University this semester and we read a copy of this book before it was published. It was very easy to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0801893887


understand and was very helpful for students like me, who are not law students but science students. It's a great way to 
learn how ARTs have developed and what paths have been chosen through cases thus far. Professor Crockin discusses 
specific cases with summaries of each at the end of the chapters, making a great reference for looking up complete 
cases relevant to what you are researching.The sections written by Dr. Jones are very clear and informative and 
supplement the legal side of the book very well.I highly recommend this book! It's the first of it's kind.

Written by a medical and a legal pioneer in the field, this book comprehensively reviews and analyzes the evolving 
law and policy issues surrounding assisted reproductive technologies. Dr. Howard W. Jones, Jr., founder of the first in 
vitro fertilization program in the United States, offers medical commentary, while attorney Susan L. Crockin, author of 
the column "Legally Speaking" in ASRM News (the newsletter of the American Society for Reproductive Medicine), 
provides legal analysis. The book opens with a legal primer and timelines sketching the medical and legal milestones 
in the history of reproductive technology and law. Each chapter provides a case-by-case discussion of the relevant law, 
as well as cogent medical and legal commentary and analysis on a particular substantive area. Chapter topics deal with 
a vast array of issues, including artificial insemination, sperm and egg donation, traditional and gestational surrogacy, 
posthumous reproduction, same-sex parentage, genetics, cryopreservation and embryo litigation, discrimination and 
access to reproductive care, professional liability, stem cell research, and abortion. In discussing the medical and legal 
issues surrounding these topics, Crockin and Jones reveal what has gone right and what at times has gone terribly 
wrong for both the families and the professionals involved. They make clear that technological advancements have far 
outpaced the laws and policies in place to protect all who use them. This book makes a timely contribution to current 
debates over the legal and policy issues raised by the highly publicized birth of octuplets in California and the embryo 
legislation activity taking place in many states. It offers information and insight to policymakers, medical and legal 
professionals, patients and other participants, and everyone else interested in the history and future direction of the 
field.

"The book is encyclopedic in its review of events that have shaped ART over the past three decades. No other 
publication has undertaken to compile such a review of relevant events, cases, law, and policies." (Judith F. Daar, 
author of Reproductive Technologies and the Law)"In a field crowded with hyperbole and fear, Legal Conceptions 
provides a haven for anyone seeking thoughtful analysis and wise counsel. The authors, both experts in the field of 
assisted reproduction since its earliest days, show how expanding technologies have created ethical problemsand how 
the law can begin to resolve them." (Debora Spar, President, Barnard College)"Although, the focus is on law, the 
writing is clear and accessible, and background information is supplied for nonlawyers." (JAMA)"Fascinating." 
(Lawrence D. Hultgren Metapsychology)About the AuthorSusan L. Crockin, J.D., is the principal of the Crockin Law 
Policy Group, LLC, in Newton, Massachusetts, is an adjunct professor at Eastern Virginia Medical School, and 
teaches at Tufts University. She has edited two books on the legal issues of ARTs and writes the column "Legally 
Speaking," published in ASRM News. Howard W. Jones, Jr., M.D., is a world-renowned fertility doctor who, together 
with his late wife, Dr. Georgeanna Jones, pioneered IVF technology in the United States. He initiated and chaired the 
first Ethics Committee of the American Fertility Society (now ASRM) and is former director of the Jones Institute for 
Reproductive Medicine and a professor emeritus at Eastern Virginia Medical School. 


