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Assisted Suicide Debates: 

In Liberalisms Troubled Search for Equality, Robert P. Jones presents a penetrating examination of physician-assisted 
suicide that exposes unresolved tensions deep within liberal political theory. Jones asks why egalitarian liberal 
philosophersmost notably, Ronald Dworkin and John Rawlssupport legalized physician-assisted suicide in direct 
opposition to groups of disadvantaged citizens they theoretically champion. Jones argues that egalitarian liberals ought 
to oppose physician-assisted suicideat least until we find the political will to ensure access to health care for all. More 
broadly, Jones challenges progressives to find the heart of the liberal tradition not in allegedly neutral appeals to 
choice but in a renewed commitment to equality and social justice that welcomes public religious voices as allies.

"In this engrossing study of debates over physician-assisted suicide, Jones has issued a challenge to liberals. The old 
idea that liberalism is morally neutral and culturally unbiased will have to be discarded. But in doing so, liberals just 
may find allies among religious and other voices fighting for equality." Amy Sullivan, The Washington Monthly 


