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Mary Minow : Library's Legal Answer Book  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Library's Legal Answer Book: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. HandyBy SherryAn easy read. A book I know I will refer to when 
those pesky questions pop up in my mind, or from a trustee.3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A 
thoughtfully written and extensively researched accountBy Midwest Book ReviewThe collaborative effort of Mary 
Minow (President of the California Association of Library Trustees and Commissioners) and Tomas A. Lipinski 
(Assistant Professor and Co-Director of the Center for Information Policy Research, University of Wisconsin - 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0838908284


Milwaukee's School of Information Studies), The Library's Legal Answer Book is a thoughtful and authoritative 
survey and analysis of the intersection of legal matters and library business. Ranging from adapting digital library 
resources to serve patients with disabilities, to issues of privacy and library records, to issues pertaining to library 
employment, The Library's Legal Answer Book is a thoughtfully written and extensively researched account, expertly 
created to give the reader a good grounding in background information about libraries and the law. No private, 
corporate, academic, or community library system should be without recourse to a copy of The Library's Legal 
Answer Book.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Clear, concise, essentialBy David DoddMinow and 
Lipinski have crafted a guide for librarians who need guidance in what might seem to be a hopeless quagmire of 
potential legal entangelements. Its organization is clear, and an excellent index provides good access to its contents. 
Most important, perhaps, is the clear and unintimidating style of the writing. Some sections transcend the "library" in 
the title, and would be useful for anyone a) designing a website; b) working to provide access to resources for people 
with disabilities; or c) employing staff. Journalists covering library issues will find it to be a useful reference as well.

Every librarian who wants to make wise policy decisions and protect the organization from legal challenges can now 
consult the library legal team of Minow and Lipinskil Libraries are in the thick of legal issues as new technologies add 
layers of complexity to everyday work in the library. How do you know what's legal? What can you do to identify and 
address issues before they turn into bona fide legal matters? Where do you turn for help? In this comprehensive and 
authoritative, yet easy-to-understand Q A customized for librarians, you'll find expert guidance on complex issues. 
With coverage of all the issues of the day - filters, fair use, copyright, Web publishing and Internet use, software 
sharing, ADA compliance, free speech, privacy, access, and employment and liability issues - you will have a 
"librarian's J.D." in short order! This timely and practical desktop tool: Focuses on quick and reader-friendly answers 
to common legal questions; Provides examples of legal challenges faced in libraries; Includes precedents and case 
citations to conduct additional research; Supports libraries in their commitment to access without liability; With 
detailed and ready-to-apply answers to more than 600 legal questions; this trouble-shooting guide will become your 
favorite quick-reference.

From BooklistThe authors, who both possess law degrees, bring their considerable expertise and library experience to 
bear in this troubleshooting legal guide for librarians and attorneys. Containing answers to more than 600 legal 
questions, the work tackles topics and concerns as diverse as copyright, Web page design, filters and other restrictions 
on Internet access, privacy, library spaces as "public forums," professional liability, ADA compliance, library 
employment, and lobbying by nonprofit organizations, foundations, associations, and others. The information is 
consistently clear, accessible, and well supported by notes at the end of each chapter. An index and the occasional case 
study enhance the guide's usability and thoroughness. A much-needed resource to help librarians maneuver the 
labyrinth of legal challenges facing them today. Highly recommended for all libraries. RBBCopyright American 
Library Association. All rights reservedAbout the AuthorMary Minow, a librarian who went to law school, is a 
consultant with LibraryLaw.com, a Website devoted to legal issues in libraries. She has worked as an attorney, public 
library branch manager, and online database consultant. She served as adjunct professor of library law at San Jose 
State University's School of Library and Information Science. She is a regular contributor to California Libraries, 
conducts workshops on legal issues for librarians, and is past president of the California Association of Library 
Trustees and Commissioners. Minow earned a master's degree in library science from the University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor and a Doctorate in Jurisprudence from Stanford University. Tomas A. Lipinski, an attorney who went to library 
school, is assistant professor and co-director of the Center for Information Policy Research in the School of 
Information Studies at the University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee. Having worked in private, public, and nonprofit 
sectors, he writes about issues of intellectual property in education and copyright in schools, libraries, and other 
information settings. He currently researches, teaches, publishes, and speaks on issues relating to information and 
internet law and policy. Lipinski earned his J.D. from Marquette University, a master's degree in law from the John 
Marshall Law School, and a doctorate in library and information science from the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. 


