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Michael Vernetti : Lies Within Lies: The Betrayal of Nevada Judge Harry Claiborne  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Lies Within Lies: The Betrayal of Nevada 
Judge Harry Claiborne: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. You Be The JudgeBy CK MThis detailed and thoroughly researched 
account of a prosecution gone awry is at once engrossing and heart-breaking. The author treats all of the characters 
honestly, including the complex Judge Claiborne, who was more brilliant and charismatic than he was flawed. There is 
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no doubt that he was a fine lawyer and a great judge. We learn from Lies Within Lies how a judge emerges from the 
culture of his time and place. Nevada's history is rich on the pages, and they throb with her conflicts between 
prosperity and vice. This story provides lessons for prosecutors, defense attorneys and trial judges while providing 
suspense, history and entertainment for any reader - no easy task. Lies Within Lies is a great story, very well told!0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. Simply the best for painting the background of our state a few ...By 
Dennis De CuirIf you live in Nevada, you must read this book. Simply the best for painting the background of our 
state a few years ago.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good book on a largely ignored subjectBy 
Aubrey A.Somewhat sympathetic but detailed story on one of Vegas's most interesting elected officials.

The first sitting federal judge in U.S. history to be imprisoned for a crime committed while on the bench. The first 
federal judge impeached by Congress in a half-century. It has an ominous sound to it, conjuring images of bribes paid 
in alleyways, of august figures in black robes sullying their offices for sordid payoffs. And, indeed, the case against 
U.S. District Court Judge Harry E. Claiborne of Nevada contained those elements as the Department of Justice 
charged in December of 1983. Claiborne, the DOJ said, violated his office in exchange for bribes of less than 
$100,000 paid by brothel owner Joe Conforte. This book lays out the misguided assumptions, gullibility and malice of 
Claiborne's federal pursuers, and shows how they were duped. Using never-revealed information and a careful 
evaluation of the grand jury proceedings and two trials it took to bring Claiborne down, and an extraordinary 
investigation of the Justice Department's case undertaken by Nevada's Supreme Court this book challenges the reader's 
faith in the DOJ's ability to live up to its own name.


