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Terence MacCarthy : MacCarthy on Cross Examination  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised MacCarthy on Cross Examination: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Must have for any litigator!By DRGThis is a great system and a very 
enjoyable read. Absolutely recommend. Made me better5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. A must have 
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book for any attorney who appears in courtBy Justus83This is a must have book for any attorney who wishes to 
engage in trial work in either the civil or criminal theater. This is not a war-story book, as most books in this area tend 
to be, although several transcripts are provided at the end of the book as an appendix to show how a good cross 
examination takes place. This book is a practical, down to earth, easy to read guide for attorneys. Whether you have 
done a hundred trials, or none at all, you will totally re-think your approach to cross-examination. MacCarthy 
examines why attorneys generally are not any good at cross-examination-because cross-examination is taught by law 
school evidence teachers who generally don't know a thing about trials (that's why they are law professors-they weren't 
any good practicing law). Unfortunately, MacCarthy still thinks that law-school has some relevance in making a good 
lawyer, this does not take away from the revolutionary ideas contained in the book.Many law-schools still use Irving 
Younger's 10 commandments of cross-examination. Younger's ideas have been thoroughly discredited in the last 30 
years (and are ridiculed as nonsense by MacCarthy), but the law-schools in this country (as usual) have yet to catch up. 
Irving Younger professed in lectures on the 10 commandments of cross-examination that a practitioner needed to try at 
least 25 cases before being competent as a cross-examiner. This begs the question, what do you do for the first 25 
cases? Indeed, today there are practitioners who will never try 25 cases, especially in the civil arena. Mac Carthy 
comes to the rescue and provides an objective, and rational system that can be put to use immediately. He is thorough, 
and knows his subject inside and out, but he does not beome tedious or school marmish. He lets the practitioner know 
how and why we cross-examine witnesses. The book is empowering for the new practitioner because its lessons can be 
put to work immediately. I am sorry to see that Mr. Mac Carthy has retired from the Chicago Federal Public 
Defendner. However, I hope Mr. MacCarthy continues to write and lecture on trial advocacy.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. A must read--Lear how to cross the right way to take controlBy CustomerIf you are a trial 
lawyer, this is a must read. McCathy's method on cross examination is new and is the right way to take control of the 
witness and the trial. Lear how to cross examine the right way.

Learn how to look good on cross, even when the witness is not cooperating. Learn how to manage and effectively 
minimize the witness's involvement, without appearing controlling, extracting, and insulting. Filled with illustrative 
cross examinations from actual cases, this book is your key to employing these proven techniques in your own 
practice. Using the three themes that run through out the booklooking good, telling a story, and using short 
statementsyou can take control of your cross examinations and achieve the results you desire.
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of his class in 1960. Since 1966, he has been the Executive Director of the Federal Defender Programme in the US 
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and the deans of the six Chicago law schools. 


